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Our new Altar Servers being shown the ropes in

Ratheniska Church, last Sunday.
16th February 2025 New servers are welcome in all our Churches.
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The 'I'm All

Right Jack’
. Mentality
|"Woe to those who
|are rich.” "Woe to
|those with plenty
'to eat.” “Woe to
|those who laugh.”
|"Woe to those who

\are honoured.”
| Does Jesus mean
|that heaven s

|denied us if we pick up a well-earned pay packet at the
|end of the month, stock the freezer and put on a cheerful
|face?

Few of us consider ourselves really well off, but there is a
'danger that when we are finally making ends meet we can
| become seriously complacent. There is a real danger that |
'when we are sitting down to our Spaghetti Bolognese and
'bottle of Italian red, that the images of world disasters
|flashing across our TV screens do not really touch us for
|more than fleeting moments. We have struggled through
|a hard day at work, paid the bills, fed the family and got
|the children to bed. The last thing we want is breaking|
|news of famine or earthguakes to make us feel
‘uncomfortable.

"Blessed are those who are poor. Blessed are those who
éare hungry. Blessed are those who weep.” Jesus is always
|on the side of those who are poor and badly done to, but|
|is that a prescription for being poor and hungry in a bid to
|win Jesus’ favour? Jesus is clearly not about keeping
| people in poverty, so what exactly does he mean?

|In God's kingdom our earthly values are turned upside
|down. We count wealth, good health and success as
'blessings, which of course they are, but they stop being|
|blessings and become hindrances instead when we bury
|our heads in the sand and fail to see or do anything about|
|a world that suffers widespread starvation and war. The
|blessings in our lives can only bring true happiness once
|we are able to shed our "I'm all right Jack” mentality and
|do something about the “woes" in other people's lives.

We welcome into our Parish Community

Eliza Evangeline Therese Treacy,
Roselawn

lga Aleksandra Lechicka,
Lawlor Way, Fairgreen.

who was baptised last weekend

|In this age of artificial

Mass times for the coming week
5T. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Manday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am

Sunday
6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHEMISKA

Sunday: 10am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

The Chair of
St. Peter,
Apostle
Saturday

22nd February
This ancient feast relates

to early Roman custom
at this time of year of
remembering the ances-
tors of the family, those who presided over the
family fortunes. The feast celebrates Peter as
Bishop of Rome and the focus of unity in the
communion of one faith.,

Thought for Today!

intelligence, we cannot
forget that poetry and
love are necessary to [l
isave our humanity. No
algorithm will ever be
{able to capture, for exam ple the nostalgia that
all of us feel, whatever our age, and wherever
we live, when we recall how we first used a
fork to seal the edges of the pies that we
helped our mothers or grandmothers to make |
at home. All these little things, ordinary in
themselves yet extraordinary for us, can never
be captured by algorithms. The fork, the joke,
the window, the ball, the shoebox, the book,

|the bird, the flower: all of these live on as

precious memories ‘kept’ deep in our heart.

Popa Francis, Dilexit Nos,
On the Human and Divine Lave of the Heart of Jesus Cheist



MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

Full Range Of Fresh ~x F I S H cox Available 7 Days A Week!

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's SuperValu. Phone 057 86 21044

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
H.

# Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Fre-employment tests/Occupational Sereening Tests
« Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete,
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. pastal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance
10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www kilmartinaudiclogy.ie

TECTRRCT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LIME WITH ADWVICE OF THE GDAVERMIMENT & HSE GLIDELINES™®

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHIN SUGRUE sscascarmre NICTLA CALDBECK. g s agaace
COMNOR BOLTON ascaeseaear
Online booking: www._laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808.
There are still some spots available in our beginners'

Pilates class. Please email or call our dinicto join these
classes.

A new block of Parkinson's-specific classes will begin on
Wednesday, 5th February, at 11:20 AM. These classes are
designed for individuak with early to moderate Parkinson’s.

Classes Available
Monday: Osteo class with John in Parish Centre 9:30am
Tuesday: Senior exercise classes with Conor in clinic
11:00am.
Woednesday: Osteo class in clinic 10:30am,
Online Pilates 9:30am.
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Housing Assessments Q o

* Housing Adaptation Grant ®
assessments and reports.

« Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,
ramps, extensions, etc,

A multi-round trivia presented by

Paediatric Assessments Shanahoe Parents Association
» Occupational Therapy
' Fridoy
B 7th March, 2025

. ‘b‘ assessments to help your
H w child grow.
« Supporting children’s COME AND JOIN IN THE FUN!

development at home, in
school. and during play.

Table of 4 = €40

Contact Us Today for an Appointment: OFsA0 RAFFLE ON THE NIGHT

@- infomoriginaltherapies.ie @ 083150 6755 %

www.originaltherapies.ie

[=]

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 __
IViartin Rl_-]al‘l " C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION

Lawnmower Sales & Service HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
« Sado Rtde.cas - Ol TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
elegacy <« Weibang Lawnmowers HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Truck and Vintage Day Fundraiser September 7" 2025 087 649 5274

Aclf, to
Pewrlagoiae Falfl Ol
B % D.I.L ~
PORTLAOISE 086 2493723 Bathroom , N 5 0
Renovations 1 | ]1: ‘
l
Heating & Plumbing M =l
ﬂb System Power Flush ? I | T
A Tili P ) &
Seoil Fionntain Naota, i il VS
Shanahoe SAVE THE DATE A a.m
will host their Annual Tractor, Sunday Gavin 2 = S
%




A
BREEN STEEL SHEDS

Various sizes of Cattle Crushes and all weather Clotheslines available to order.

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle storage in
residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

+ Manufacturing Security Steel Frames for Windows and Doors.

* & # # *+ » »

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois | Tel; 087-9444098 / 0B6-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

ﬂb‘DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

|
r;__

: WWW dunkeerwﬂ ie Locally owned and locally run

[ =, T L, e for a personalised, reliable and

- L I friendly service at all times. We

= e believe in fast efficient service,

@ DUNK E E N olﬂ_ = H either the same day delivery or

Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR ; s ;i a no hassle following day

|~ R delivery with 5 trucks looking

after your area. There has

never been a better time to

@Fﬁfﬂéﬂ*m : : et order your heating oil from
: Cunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly

on 086 2904029 (any time)

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlacise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Cur depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie




Unit 4 Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
0% OFF ANY CHEARMED
PREMIUM

RECHARGEABLE

IN THE EAR
HEARING AIDS

Meet Silk Charge&Go IX - so small and subtle,
it blends seamlessly into your life,

empowering you to participate fully without .
drawing attention to your hearing aid. N ———

PRSI GRANT of up to €1000 Available!

057) 863 8181  (ALLUSTODAY!  WWW.HEARMED.IE

[\ /Business

& MOCHUAPRINT&DESIGN i Enerprise * Sl wwasao
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022+ ED-CONSIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED' TOrKNOW

o

: MERCHANDISER N\ -'
weic A =\ BODK = L
0 s ( A OO ET ) piptionons . I FARKENNGS

% (ORPORATE® (g WIDEFORMAT
RETAILPRINT - PRINTING

Clonminam Business Park, Portiacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

% 057 8634050 mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569 @9@@@@




CTSIERVE N BEEE S W NTOFY | [SEd S
Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.
Alanon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlacise. For further info contact 086-8706017.
Couch to Céili All are welcome to join us each Monday at 11am in Parish Centre, Portlacise for learning
and practising of all your favourite dances in preparation for a Céili Mér on Monday 10th for Seachtain na
Gaeilge. A truly enjoyable celebration of our culture is promised. Come alone or bring a partner. Event
concluding on Monday March 10th. For further details contact Catriona at Laois Sports Partnership or
Maureen at 087-6482038
Portlacise Active Retirement Wednesdays: Meetings at Parish Centre, friendship & activities.
Monday 17th: Bowls, S5t. Mary's Sports Hall (2-4 PM). Tuition available.
Wednesday 19th: Sing-along with Caroline.
Thursday 20th: Cards & chat, Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy (3 PM). Tuition available. New
members .
welcome! For more info, contact Sheila: 087 620 4617. C Chime
Chime — Free Hearing Loss Support Clinic in Portlaoise : Chime - National Charity for Deaf "2
and Hearing Loss in Ireland - Laois Outreach Clinic held in Portlaoise Parish Centre, Wednesday
26th February (10.00am - 12.30 pm). Our free and confidential clinic provide one to one support , infor-
mation and advice about deaf and hearing loss. For more information
contact Chime 057-9351606 / text (086-1436476)
Portlaoise Tidy Towns AGM will take place in the Parish Centre on Wednesday, 26th February
2025. All are welcome to attend. We are always looking for new volunteers.

Results of Whist Drive - Parish Centre, Tuesday, 11" February

Top Score: Theresa Mulhare B
Ladies: 1st Paric Dowling, 2nd Margaret Flanagan IChAL
Gents: 1st Ann O'Dowd, 2nd (tie) Mary Dunne & Tom Gowing ‘
Halves: 1st Frank Keenan, 2nd Ann Marie Farrell

Raffle Winners: 1st Mary J. Dunne, 2nd Mary Killeen, 3rd Paula McEvoy, 4th Frank Keenan
Thanks for your support! Whist continues Tuesdays at 7:30 PM in the Parish Centre.
Mew players welcome,

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday).

Sunday 3pm (Adoration).

Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul's Parish Church every evening at 7pm.
Vocations Society of St. Joseph; Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayer for vocations, 3pm Friday in the Parish
Church.

Divine Mercy Conference: RDS Dublin, Day return bus (from Inl7 plaza Portlacise) Saturday 22"
February. Fantastic speakers including His Excellency Archbishop Farrell, Fr. Pat Collins, Fr. Jim Blount
and many more, great day of spiritual inspiration and refreshment. €70 for bus and entry ticket. Contact
via WhatsApp/text please: Karen 087-4160385 or Séamus 087-2752578 for enquiries and bookings. €40
deposit via Revolut, PayPal or Post secures bus seat.

Spioraid Nacimh Praying Community - Growth in the Holy Spirit Monthly Retreat; Sts. Peter and
Paul's Parish Church Portlacise, Saturday 22" February 2025, 10am to 1.30pm. Holy Mass at 10am, Con-
fessions available. Retreat continues in the Parish Centre (Ratheniska Room) @10.45am. (Exposition, Ro-
sary, Holy Spirit Movena, Praise & Worship, Teaching, Prayer Ministry). Spiritual Director Fr. Ruairi
O'Domhnaill P.P. All are welcome. Contact Michael Nerney 086-8157305.

Radio Maria Ireland Thanks to our listeners and supporters, RADIO MARIA IRELAND mumm MARIA
continues to grow. As an Irish-run Catholic Talk-Radio Station, we offer commercial-free
content including Prayer, Catechesis, Music, Talks, and Interviews. Listen to us on 1.5aorview Channel
210 2.Free "RADIO MARIA IRELAND" App 3.www.radiomaria.ie 4. ‘Listen Live' on Facebook.

Cystic Fibrosis Ireland -
Volunteer Appeal

= We are reaching out to all musiclans, bands, businesses, oy Rt ; 3
organisations and community groups to purth:lpate in The: Cystic Fibrosis Ireland are looking for volunteers to help
Heaths 5t Patrick's Day Parade. 2 them with their collections in Dunnes Stores, Green Road

» To participate, you will need to create and design your own X and at the Kyle Centre on Friday, 1™ April 2025. If you or
bﬂmm,ﬁﬁtsanﬁsﬂgns and to really stand out, maybe add 3 — a member of the community are available from 10am te

costumes and props to enhance the overall parade > 2pm or 2pm to Fpm on this date and would like to help
‘ENperience. with our collections by sitting at table with another
* Taking place on Monday 17th of March. volunteer. Linkto:

« The parade wil mence at The Heath GAA C ity email or call 01 4962433 and as we

i ; i sl would love to hear from you. Thank you so much, CFI
H;_I!_ami nmmdmmemammurdihnauam e Fundraising Team For more details, email
= Far any information please contact Samantha D86 366 7583. or call 01 4962433, Thank you for

_-_ your support! CFl Fundraising Team.




PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

() NOLAN

“-\DL\"\I

" LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

@ . GARDEN
2 SERVICES

Hedges Trimmed
fallen storm trees cut up, taken
away, Green waste removal
Garden clean ups
Locally Based.
Contact Richard;

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

087-9828558 085-1141395 www.kukic-hms.ie
EAINTING & MATHS GRINDS  |FREwaon sares o oo°
DECORATING AVAILABLE 2 Jet bay ssitwooy fags

- Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting
Power washing

15 years experience
Fully Insured

089-4459958

+ Junior Cycle - €30
« Leaving Cert - €35

Contact Caoimhe at
(089) 482 2249

- Net bag hardwood logs
€7

- Net bag kindle wood €3
- Trailer load logs

- 20kg bags Coal now €15

- 12 bags of 20kg smokeless oval
coal+1 free kindling for €150.
Free delivery, Card or cash accepted,

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

KPS CLEANING

# School Cleaning

# General House Cleaning

s Deep Cleaning

« End of Tenancy Cleaning

Cleaning of offices,

schools, shops, salons etc. Contact

us for all your cleaning needs.

Ry

CLARE'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

FOR SALE

Trailer loads and
bulk bags of
hardwood and
softwood delivered

Contact;

087-9737073 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie 085'2437088
GREG THE CARPENTER/CABINET
HANDYMAN S&R SERVICES MAKER
;ggnggpi;?rpsrrwamants Painting/Decorating Kitchen Specilisivig in Kkchen

sFlooring, tiling, carpets

sFence maintenance and repair
sPainting inside/outside an
decaratin?

Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

sFurniture assembly and installation

Contact 089-9567135

Fitting , Furniture Assembly,
Flooring, Carpentry, Tiling,
Bathrooms and General
Maintenance

087-4896429

Respraying, Refurbishment
Wood panelling, Doors, Skirting
boards, Architrave, Flooring

No job too small. Call Paul:
085-7762298

WANTED:GENERAL
MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT
De La Salle Retreat Centre,
Castletown, seeks an experienced
part-time general maintenance
assistant (15-20 hours per week,

flexible hours)., Occasional -
\(\\}ﬁ\

driving duties required.
Contact Kevin

087-1763729.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER
AND DECORATOR
20+ Years Experience
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly:
086-0717172

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam

s Kerbing

¢ Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com




FOR SALE FOR SALE ATTENTION SMALL

_ ., BUSINESSES
Wooden table with Bri!nd new 43 Struggling with admin, payroll,
chairs as new. Toshiba TV - HD & VAT, or accounts? We can help!
Can be delivered remote included. €150. 20+ years Exp.
(If Necessary) Available daily as needed.
Contack : Contact: Contact :
086 1639819 087 684 3302 083 0053989
NEW YEAR - FRESH START | HANDYMAN SERVICES | QUALIFIED HOME TUTOR
TIME TO DECLUTTER? REQUIRED

Offering a wide
range of reliable
services;

s  Gutter Cleaning
* Power Washing
» Interior &

For 15-year-old student in Irish,
Maths, Science, and Business
under Dept. of Ed. Home Tuition
Scheme. Teaching Council
Registered. Based in Portlaocise.

Contact: Karen at
087 4145150

All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger and
small tipper truck for hire. ! o

Exterior Painting

Richard 085-2529893 |, Grass Cutting

Your Ad Here

s Window Cleaning
TV SERVICES Advertise to

Repairs to TV and home No job too big or small!
entertainment equipment. Affordable rates and 1 thousands of
Also we supply and fit and professional service. — . weekly readers on
repair Saorview, Aerial and Contact Mick paper El.r'ld online!
Satellite systems. Contact; " ) o - Contact Link up
057-8732998 Phone: 085-2151277 | .ffice: 057-8692154

087-3636497 / 083-3742600

9 i
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Family Support hear

MONTESSORI | il
Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise
PRE-S CHOOL Q-} Wednesday February 19t June,
6.30pm-8.30pm
Now This meeting is a support for carers and families who

ENROLLING Howme

Fon ﬂf:;’n";:::‘:ﬂ For further infoermation contact Grainne Roche Duff

087-6075037 | grainne.rocheduff@alzheimer.ie
SEPTEMBER

2025 ub::ggn LAOIS ALZHEIMER .;:MEEP:;THE ALZHEIMER

FREE ECCE SPACES AVAILABLE! AREA! g— CA FE" iR P2 SOCIETY of IRELAND

e

Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise

INFORMATION

F th .
m D - il Thursday 27t February 11am-1pm.
IS § N The Laois Alzheimer Café will provide a warm,
Acragar, MountmeSick, B32 XT22 = 3 i & 1
welcoming space for people with dementia, their family
Clairamonessorifeiram. ket and friends, social and health care professionals, to
i P S S meet, exchange ideas and learnings. All are welcome.

Montessorl Freschood

For further information please contact
Grainne Roche Duff 087-6075037

i NI ARLITES PO EORTLAER grainne. rocheduff@alzheimer.ie




Happiness is.....

Have you ever heard of a man named Charles M. Schultz? He
wrote a comic books called Peanuts which has been out since
1950. Wow! That is before any of you were even born! The main
characters in the comic are Charlie Brown, Lucy, Linus, Schroeder
and a dog named Snoopy.

Charles Schultz has also written a lot of books. One of my favourite books by Schultz
is "Happiness Is A Warm Blanket." The book is mostly about a little boy named
Linus who carries his cuddly blue blanket with him wherever he goes. Linus
carries that blanket to make him feel secure. According to Schultz, "Everyone
has things that make them feel secure." You know what? When we feel secure,
we are also happy!

Jesus had something to say about being happy. In the Gospel today is one of
those times. Jesus is surrounded by a huge crowd of people. Have you ever
noticed that wherever Jesus went, he drew large crowds of people? Why do you suppose that
was? Maybe it was because many of them were sick, crippled, or injured and wanted Jesus to
heal them. Perhaps some of them had a troubled mind and they had heard that Jesus was able
to cast out demons and evil spirits just by just speaking a word. In other words, many people
came to Jesus because they had heard what he could do for them, and that is exactly what
happens in today's Gospel. The Bible says that people crowded around
Jesus and tried to touch him because power was coming from him and
healed them all. Do you think that made the people happy? It sure did!
Jesus then turned to his disciples and said:

"God blesses you who are poor, for the Kingdom of God is yours.
God blesses you who are hungry now, for you will be satisfied.
God blesses you who weep now, for in due time you will laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you

and insult you and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man.
When that happens, be happy! Yes, leap for joy!

For a great reward awaits you in heaven.

And remember, their ancestors treated the ancient prophets that same way."
Notice that Jesus didn't say, "Happy are they who have a lot of money" or "Happy are they who
have plenty to eat and dine in fancy restaurants." He didn't even say, "Happiness is a warm
blanket." What he did say was, "When you follow me, happiness will come. Leap for joy! A great
reward awaits you in heaven."




Our Prayer

R Dear Father, help us to remember that we
Y can never find happiness by seeking the
things this world has to offer.
True happiness can only be ours by
= following Jesus. Amen.

Happiness is....

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God”.
The words in this puzzle are taken from Luke 6:20-23

1 L
3
4
|5 B
|?
HORIZONTAL VERTICAL
1. Something given or received in return 1. Having a great amount of money

for good behaviour.

3 2. To shed tears
5. The sound which expresses happiness or delight

happiness or delight
; : 3. The home of God, the angels, and
6. Having very little money or few those who have been saved
Possessions

4, A feeling of great happiness
7. To have a desire or need for food

JOY RICH HEAVEN LAUGH
HUNGRY POOR REWARD WEEP
Confirmation Dates A
PORTLAOISE : =
Friday 28th February & Saturday 1st March /ﬂf _— /
BALLINAKILL AND KNOCK (Y ) aﬁqﬁ
Wednesday 26th March Confirmation

CONGRATULATIONS

3 [ Congratulations to the boys and girls from Ballyroan
W ‘ and Abbeyleix who received their Confirmation this
week,




Addiction is a reality for many, but the life
of Matt Talbot, an Irish man who overcame
alcoholism, serves as an inspiring example
of recovery. Born in May 1856 in Dublin,
Matt was one of twelve children. His father
was an alcoholic, and the family lived in
poverty. At just twelve, Matt entered the
workforce, working at a beer bottling
company, and soon started drinking by
taking leftover beer from returned bottles.
By sixteen, he was regularly coming home
drunk.

In his twenties, Matt’s life revolved around
alcohol, and he spent all his wages at
O'Meara's Pub. His life became a cycle of
borrowing money, pawning his belongings,
and even stealing to fund his addiction. By
twenty-eight, Matt was heading toward
self-destruction. One Saturday in 1884,
after being ignored by his friends outside
the pub, Matt had a moment of clarity. He
realized he was enslaved by alcohol. He
went home, told his mother he was going to
take the pledge, and sought a local priest’s
help to take the vow to abstain from
alcohol.

The withdrawal symptoms were intense, but
Matt's iron will kept him going. He spent the
next three months struggling through the
physical and mental effects of withdrawal.
During this time, he found strength through
prayer, began attending Mass every
morning, and made visits to a church to
pray for the strength to resist alcohol. After
completing the initial three months, Matt
extended his commitment, eventually
pledging to remain sober for life.

Matt's commitment to sobriety led him to
an ascetic lifestyle. He woke early for Mass,
worked long hours at a lumberyard, and
spent his evenings attending religious
meetings. Though his lifestyle was austere,
Matt's generosity was well-known. He was

Time to Think!
Matt Talbot: A Powerful Recovery

Blessed Matt Talbot

Prayer for the Addicted

God of mercy, give Your 5.|:Ir.1'|.|_4!.|'|
e [name), who is bound by the
chains of addiction. Enfold him

- =
Y'Y
- in Your love and restore him o
sabniery. Lord, look with
\_'l"'llFlu.'hhll.’rl o |I” lll"h'.' oy h‘.l I||'|'\L'
lost their health and freedom 1o
aloohal and drugs. Restore 1o
rhem rthe assurance of Your

v

unfailing mercy, and screngrhen
|E'|I."rrl i|'| |]'II.' 'H'Ilrk '::IE MeCoNvery.
T those who care for them,
k grant patient l.Ll::dl.'t'iLurlLllll.E

Matt Talbot

A PRAYER FOR FREEDOM

and a love that perseveres,

Amen.

respected for his hard work and
kind-hearted nature. He would lend money
to his coworkers, helping them with clothes,
rent, or other needs. His personal devotion
to God was deep, and his routine was
dedicated to prayer and penance.

Matt Talbot passed away suddenly in 1925
from a heart attack while on his way to
Mass. His burial was humble, and he was
laid to rest in Glasnevin Cemetery. After his
death, it was discovered that he had worn
three chains around his body, signifying his
deep devotion to the Virgin Mary and his
spiritual commitment.

In 1975, the Vatican recognized

Matt Talbot's life of holiness by declaring
him "Venerable,” a step toward possible
canonization. His story continues to inspire
those struggling with addiction and those
seeking strength through faith and
self-discipline. As the Serenity Prayer
states: "God, grant me the serenity to
accept the things I cannot change, the
courage to change the things I can, and the
wisdom to know the difference.”

Matt Talbot's example of recovery, faith,
and resilience remains an enduring source
of hope for many.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 31,500 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles
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Helping with roofing & building tasks.

Why Choose Us?

« Fully Registered

* Personalised, Skilled Service
+ Reliable and Efficient

*» Flat Roof Expertise

» Tailored Renovations

+ Attention to Detail

« Affordable Pricing

« Customer Focused

Our Services:

» Roofing and Repairs

*« Flat Roof Specialist

* Lava 20

+ Chimney Repairs

* PVC Fascia and Soffits

* Aluminium Seamless Gutters
« Gutter Cleaning and Repairs
+ Roof Washing and Treatment
+ Power Washing

« Panel Fencing

* Extensions and Renovations
*« Valley Repairs

« Elite Dry Verge Systems

Contact Us:

085 209 0973

Leinster, Ireland
Strongroofing.ie
Emo, Co. Laois
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Ll
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John
Hearns

Margaret ('Brien
(née Slattery)
The Hermitage

& Clarecastle
The Curragh

Euven f}';mﬁré 9 walk ffﬂrrmiﬁrf; the darkest
mf@ 9 fear no evil; for ' ou are with me;
Your rod and your staff - fﬁsﬁ comfort me,

L1

Hillview
FPortlaosie

L1

b
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(1]

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.
A message of sympathy may be left for the family by
logging on to the death nolice at
https:/iwww.portlaciseparish.ie/death-notices/

1 i b L L1 Ak

L)

A SPGGH\;L MEMORY
_OF YOUR LOVED ON€

- Business Park
Pnrﬂamil: Co. Laois
R32 EH11

. 057 86 34050

£ info@mochuaprint.ie

L)
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i www.mochuaprint.ie
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all vou who labour & are overburdened
Matthew 1129

B £l [T

LL
W

ik
WA

L

We Remember with love
Our Mother

HELEN BYRNE

5t Martins, Ridge Road, Portlaoise.

T

L]

WL

On her 1" Anniversary

“You gave us years of happiness,

then sorrow came with tears,

You left us lovely memories

We will treasure through the years”

Loved and remembered always

4y by her loving family.
Also remembering at this tume Our father,
John Byrne.

CMay they both (Rest in Prve

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of a Dear Sister

BERNIE COYNE

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Birthday eccurred on 11t February 2025
Think of her as living in the hearts
of those she touched
For nothing loved is ever lost
And she was loved so0 much.

WL/

WL/

"

L

1F

Sadly missed and always remembered

by your sister Kitty, brother-in-law
Donie and family, your sisters Mary,
Peggy and Trish and brothers-in-law,

Rest in Peace SBernic

"

"

In Loving Memory of
BILL (William) WHELAN

And his Wife

MARGARE T (Rita) WHELAN

Corrigeen, Stradbally

WLf

BilI's 10™ Anniversary
occurred on 157 February 2025

Rita’s 3" Anniversary
occurs on 2™ March 2025,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated at The Church of the
Assumption, The Heath, on Sunday, 23rd February 2025,

at9:30 AM.
nn_}uurp:ctum siveet memories we recall

:Irfs rfar, are so full of sunshin
nd a smile it ﬁnng'fﬁrofne and aff

Sadly missed by your daughter Anne, sons Seamus
and Ray, in-laws, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
relatives and friends.
You will both always be in our thoughts and
farever in our hearts,

CMay SBill and Rita Rest in ' Reace
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% In Loving Memory of

“ WILLIAM (Mick) FENNELLY
Late of 30 5t. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.

48" Anniversary occurs 20" February 2025.
Memory drifts to scenes long past,

Time rolls on, but memories last,

Sunshine passes, shadows fall,

Love's remembrance outlasts all.
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Loved and remembered always by
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In Loving Memory of

SEAN CLEAR g
Farren Cross, Balfacolla, Co. Laois
Remembering 5edan on his 2nd anniversary
on the 17 and 27" birthday on 20th
February 2025.

Sedn ‘s 2nd Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in The Immaculate Conception
Church, Ballacolla, on Saturday,

: 15th Fehruary, at 7:00 PM.
Dearly missed and never forgotten by Dad Tom, Mum Julie,
sister Ella, Granddad Gerry, Grandmaother Mary, Aunfies,
Uncles, and cousins.

Rest in Peave ODeadin

A A
WL WL} WL L WL L] L

L1

Mary, Eugene, Sean and Ronan.
Rest in Peaace W illiam
May the God of love and mercy,

In Loving Memory of
THOMAS ROBINSON

Care for our loved one that is pone,
And bless with consofation,

Beladd, Portlaoise,
Those left to carry on.

13 Anniversary occurs 15 February 2025,

(2

(1]

(T

Always remembered by
your loving family.

Rast in ' Peave Com

(1]

o

In Loving Memory of
KATHLEEN BRACKEN

fmée Dunne)
Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise,

1™ Anniversary ocenrs at this time.

L

Ll

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Saturday 15% February at 6.30pm.

Will those who think of Kathleen today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

L

LL;

WL

Loved abways by Frances and family.

ChMay Kathleen (Rest in Peaace

Lk

(1)

In Loving Memory of
SHEILA HARNAN WHELAN

Dairefea, Ballyvdavis, Portlaoise.
gt Apniversary occurs 180 Fefwruary 2025

) ¢
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4B Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, on
Sunday 237 February at 9.30am.

dk
Y Y

Sheila, vou are forever in our
thoughts and prayers.

Sadly missed by her loving family,
|ohn, Sharon, Seamus, MNicoli,
Siobhan, Fr. Nick, Fr. Jim,
grandchildren, relatives
and friends.

Rast in Beave ODheila
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T In Loving Memory of +

Mary Kate (Kitty)
McCormack

Late of Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise
Who died 20th February, 1984 RIP,
15t anniversary.

A

L
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WL

Whose anniversary occurs at this time

WL

Time may pass and fade away,
Buit silent thougbts and memories stay.

WL

Loved and always remembered
by all vour family

L

? In Loving Memory of
CATHERINE DOWLING

7 Borris Road, Portlaoise.
Anniversary occurs 19" February 2025

Will those who think of
Catherine today,

A little prayer to lesus say.

Always remembered by all

her loving family,

Rest in Reave Gatherine
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In Loving Memory of

MICHAEL RIGNEY
St. Brigid’s Place
9th Anniversary occurs 18" February 2025.

WL

WL

No words can teﬂ: no tears express,
The love, the foss, the emptiness.
You are not just a memory or part of the
past, you are ours to remember,
as fﬂnﬂ as ﬁﬁ fasts.

-“‘3

WL

1F

Ll

Sadly missed and always remembered by
your loving wife Kathleen, family & friends.

CMay CMick Rest in ' Reace
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' 3 Acknowledgement '%
y " First Anniversary
% BRIGID CONNELL {née Quigley)
Tonduff, Abbeyleix

Brigid’s Anniversary Mass
will be celebrated at 5:00

(1)

: - pm on Saturday, 22nd

/ N |  February, in the Church of
k the Most Holy Rosary,

: Abbeyleix.

The family of the late Brigid Connell wish to express our
sincere gratitude for the sympathy and kindness shown to us
over the past year. We are deeply grateful to our relatives,
neighbours, work colleagues, and friends for your presence
and support, which brought immense comfort to us during
this time of great grief.

(1)

We sincerely thank those who visited our home, brought food,
helped with catering and cleaning, looked after traffic, and
provided lighting. A special thanks to the entire Cole family,
Tonduff, for your unwavering support and all you have done
for Brigid over the years.

(1)

We would also like to thank everyone who attended
Brigid"s wake and funeral service. We deeply
appreciate the effarts made by so many who came to say
goodbye to her. To those who sent Mass cards, made phone
calls, and posted messages of condolence
online—thank you,

(1)

The heartfelt celebration of Brigid's funeral Mass, led by
Fr. Paddy Byrne, Fr. Ger Ahearne, and Fr. Sean Conlon, along
with the wonderful singing of the Abbeyleix Parish Choir,
brought us great comfort. \We also sincerely appreciate the
efforts of everyone who participated in the planning and
offering of her funeral Mass.

dk

We extend our gratitude to Dr. Peter Kemple, the staff at
Abbeyleix Health Centre, and O'Donnell’s Pharmacy for their
exceptional care of Brigid over the years. Our thanks also go to
the staff at Midlands Regional Hospital Portlaocise and
St. James's Hospital Dublin for their care during her illnass.

Ak

A sincere thank vou to Eamen Kelly and the stajff of Kelly
Funeral Directors for their kindness, professionalism, and care
during this difficult time, as well as to those who prepared
Brigid's final resting place,

(1)

Faith was at the heart of Brigid's life, and as a family, we wish
to thank Fr. Ger Ahearne, Fr. Paddy Byrne, and
Fr. Petru Medves for their continued kinaness and support.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please know that your expressions of care and
compassion have helped make our loss more bearable. Kindly
accept this acknowledgment as a token of our
heartfelt gratitude.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been

(1) (1)

L A i g, nlz
3 offered for your intentions. R I.]w;:‘:th‘. : ;f e
ik 1_... - 20 3 '.L. - " .‘E“ﬂq' o i M
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In Loving Memory of

ur Mother

ANN DELANEY
Cappagh North, Portlaoise.
8th Anniversary occurs 23 February 2025,
And Our Father

JAMES DELANEY

9t Anniversary occurred 17" January 2025,

Treasured thoughts of ones so dear,
Often bring a silent tear,
Thoughts of scenes long past,
Years roll on but memories last.

Sadly missed by your loving daughter Ruth, son
Mark and grandchildren Alannah, Elisha and Koedy.

CMay Chey Rest in Peave

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of our Wonderful Mother

BERNADETTE COYNE

Boughlone, Portlavise, Co. Laois.

Birthday occurred on 11t February 2025

I'n feavens land our Mother is
O this her special day

Lord send her flowers full of blooms

And hold her close we pray
Tell fier fiow much we miss fer

. And always feel her near

Keep her safe beside you lord

Because to us she is so dear

Happy birthday to our beauti-
Jul Mother from all her loving family

Chlay CBernic s gentle soul
Reast in Beace

Unless a wheat grain dies, it
remains only a single grain
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KEEGAN’S

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

\.
o

Contact Matthew
087-2549195

iRoritlaoise)
Slong) Gentre)

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlaclse Stone Centre Is

guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

David 087-2369887

Unigue Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyieix Road, Portlaoise

087-2562137
. et

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories,

Unit 38 Clonminam
Business Park
Portianise, Co, Laols.
R32 DWT1

Tel: 057 8660258 ™
Moblie: 087 2538030

www.portlacisestone.ie
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O The Parish S ﬁap

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF "7

CARDS AND GIFTS FOR CONFIRMATION ! 3o

Prayer Books - Rosary Beads - Rosettes = |

Personalised Cards and Candles, e

Photo Frames - Gift Sets - Bookmarks
Sterling Silver Necklets, Chains and Crosses

Keepsake Boxes for those cherished memories
Confirmation Certificates
Confirmation Dates;

Portlaoise Parish 28% February & 15t March
Ballinakill and Knock : 26 March

At the Parish Centre
Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm




a Week

L[ Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

techmarket.ie [@) @techmarketirl

SAND AND GRAVEL
TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH

KYLE 08s 2
R 7020537 (g

J&L LANDSCAPING

TREES & GARDENING SERVICES

—Hn B BII shes Lonnen f = HEE F'“,"'“D

« NEw Turl Lawns Lakd ' AU
- Lawng Rotavated

- Lawns Cut

= Fepcing

ndscapgingandtrestane.le

m.lIlnnusn;mlngnnnlrnanare.iﬂ
Call or text John 089 4115912

s P
‘D BEr R

X =] E M
Aengus Burke 2

Retirement is something many of us look forward to,
but it can also be challenging. Issues like loss of
identity, self-esteem, missing the buzz of work,

isolation, and fear are common. Lack of purpose and

__ sirained relationships can also arise.

If you'd like support in navigating
this next chapter of your life, text or
WhatsApp 087 6100908 for a free

consultation.

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets ond all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

HEFAIHS

FIFTYSEVEN

Boutique & Gift Emporium
Athy & Durrow

BLOW OUT

UP TO 70% OFF

€10
€20 & €30
RAILS

Open Monday- Saturday 10am- 5:30pm
“* All Stores open Sunday 23rd Feburary 12-5pm




Results for
13" February 2025

(02)(10)(23) (26)

Two jackpot winners shared €19,000 Jackpot receiving
€9,500 each. Congratulations to
Sean Heavin: Promoter: Sean Heavin
Conor & David Donohue Promoter: Betty Lynch

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Lorraine Ebbs John Hogan
Alison & Jerry Lewis Richard Phelan
Sarah Dunne Online Lotto
Marie 0'Brien 17 Marie O'Brien
Eimear & Wayne Camphbell Match Lotto Gift

Liam Dollard 3s Carmel Whelan
Paddy Kelly Receive Erigid Lalor
Conor McEvoy €59 Anne Ging
Vivienne Alright each Rocky Kehoe
Jayne Delaney Brown's Shop
Jlayne Delaney Brown's Shop
Mary Walsh Betty Lynch
Andrew O'Reilly Liz Hilliard
Mary O'Carroll Jaz Reilly
Angela Galvin Play PARISH Parish Centre
PJ & Anne Tierney @@@@@ Anne Tierney
Jenny Duggan : “OMNLINE- . Bernie Tynan

wwnw . portlaciseparish.ie

Follow Us & @PortlaciseParis

& Like Uso portiaciseparishlacis

Next Week’s Jackpot is €10,000

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 17:5-8
Psalm 1:1-4, 6
1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
Luke 6:17, 20-26

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

: Deacon Eugene Keyes
e Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets
at Sunday Masses for support, Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and
can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safequarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Parches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

. | s {1 ! ﬂ__ 4
e Rl iy -
e o e T A T T 1—#_: :

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mall: info@portlaociseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaociseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church

Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
{Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 3600119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

" k LINK UP

lr' Monday to Friday

bp 9am to 5pm
057-8692154

Advertising deadline: Tuesday 5pm or

12 noon Wednesday isubject to availability of space)
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




cancer support group

Block Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

@CUISLE CENTRE

DAinfo@cuislecancersupport.com

0578681492

®

@;cmslecancersuppnmcnm

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAYI

THURSDAYI

MONDAY ]

MINDFULNESS
PROGRAMME
10:30AM - 11:30AM
(BOOKING
ESSENTIAL)

REFLEXOLOGY/
REIKI
(BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY)

COUNSELLING |
BY APPOINTMENT J

SUPPORT
NURSE

T (7 h
1::‘ AVAILABLE

AEROBICS

PLEASE GIVE THE
CENTRE A CALL IF
YOU WOULD LIKE
TO ATTEND THIS
CLASS.

THRIVE & SURVIVE

PROGRAMME
THIS IS A SELF-
MANAGEMENT
PROGRAMME FOR
CANCER SURVIVORS
WITH THE AIM OF
IMPROVING THEIR
QUALITY OF LIFE TO
BETTER MANAGE DAILY
HEALTH,
(DEVELOPED BY
STANFORD UNIVERSITY)

NEXT PROGRAMME
STARTING APRIL 2025

MINDFULNESS FOR
MEN
2:30PM - 4:00PM
STARTING
1ITH FEBRUARY

WILL GIVE YOU ADVICE
ABOUT THE FINANCIAL
ENTITLEMENTS YOU MAY
RECEIVE AND HELP YOU

WITH THE PROCESS. E.G.,

MEDICAL CARD
APPLICATION ETC.

CHAIR
YOGA

10:00AM - 11:00AM

BOOKING ESSENTIAL
STARTING 5TH FEBRUARY

‘LOOK GOOD, FEEL
BETTER’
11:30AM - 1:00PM
PLACES LIMITED
(STARTING APRIL
2025)

BEREAVEMENT
COUNSELLING
(BY APPOINTMENT
o 1t o

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGLE
A SPECIALISED GENTLE
MASSAGE FOR PATIENTS
WITH LYMPHOEDEMA,
WHICH MAY RESULT
FROM SURGERY OR
RADIOTHERAPY.
(BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY)

PART FUNDED BY LAGIS HOSPICE
ART
2:00PM - 4:00PM
STARTING

1ZTH FEBRUARY

CREATIVE ARTS
10:00AM - 12:00PM
(DATE TBC)

.5  PLAY
‘ﬁf THERAPIST
AVAILABLE FOR
CHILDREN FROM 3
YEARS UPWARDS WHO
HAVE BEEN IMPACTED
BY A CANCER DIAGNOSIS
IN THE FAMILY

CHAIR
"f YOGA

10:30AM - 11:30AM
(CLOSED GROUP)

PROSTHESIS & BRA

FITTING DAY.
STARTING 20TH FEBRUARY
SPACES AVAILABLE
(BOOKING ESSENTIAL)

GARMENT FITTING

SERRA NOVA
SLEEVE/LEG GARMENTS
FOR LYMPHOEDEMA.
BOOKING ESSENTIAL
STARTS 6TH MARCH

CLIMB
PROGRAMME

HELPING CHILDREN
UNDERSTAND CANCER.
THIS PROGRAMME IS FUN AND
CREATIVE, USING DRAMA,
ARTS AND PLAY AND AIMS TO
HELP CHILDREN COPE WITH A
CANCER MAGNOSIS IN THE
FAMILY.

(STARTING APRIL 2023)

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge.




