PORTLAOISE
PARISH Fourth Sunday of Lent

lin

(Laetare Sunday)

23rd March 2025

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

A Mother's Day Prayer
Thinking of you on Mother’s Day
And saying a special prayer
That God, who Rnows how dear you are
Will keep you in His care.

That he will bless your daily [ife
With joys of every Rind

With perfect health and happiness
And peace of heart and mind.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 Follow Us " @PortlaoiseParis
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilkke Us() fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois

fb.com/portlaoiselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




Mothering Sunday is celebrated today,
Fourth Sunday of Lent.

Centuries ago it was considered important for people to
return to their home or 'mother' church once a year. So
each year in the middle of Lent, everyone would visit their
'mother' church - the main church or cathedral of the
area. Inevitably the return to the 'mother' church became
an occasion for family reunions when children who were
working away returned home... a day off to visit their
mother and family, usually taking gifts of cake or flowers.
Nowadays it's a day to show our mothers that we
appreciate and love them.
Happy Mothering Sunday.

Remembering Mothers

(mot/lerin?
<Sunday

‘A mother’s hug lasts long after she let's go.’
— Unknown

‘All that | am, or hope to be, | owe to my angel
mother’ — Abraham Lincoln

‘If I had a single flower for every time | think of you, | could walk
forever in my garden.’ - Claudia Ghandi

‘I love you every day. And now, | will miss you every day.’
— Mitch Albom

‘There are no goodbyes, wherever you are, you will always be in my
heart.” — Mahatma Gandhi

‘It's not easy being a mother. If it were, fathers would do it.
— Golden Girls

‘Becoming a mother makes you realise you can do almost anything
one-handed.’ — Unknown

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL’S CHURCH
Monday—Friday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
Saturday
10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

Laetare Sunday

Most Catholics today are used to
the Mass being conducted in
English, and they hardly ever
think about the fact that Latin
remains the official language of the Catholic
Church. But occasionally, Latin reasserts itself,
as it does in the case of Laetare Sunday.
Laetare Sunday is simply the popular name for
the Fourth Sunday in Lent. Laetare is the Latin
for “Rejoice". It's the Sunday in Lent on which
the austerity is briefly lessened. Laetare
Sunday is also known as Rose Sunday or
Refreshment Sunday and also Mother’s Day.

LENTEN STATIONS

For the support of our Priests
Envelopes are available in Church porches for those who

haven’t got Development Boxes and wish to contribute to
the Priests Collection. You can drop this envelope in one of
the collection boxes provided in our Churches or returning
to the Parish Centre during Lent.

Stations of the Cross
Friday during Lent after 7.30pm Mass in Parish Church.

We welcome into our Parish Community

Alissa Nelly Rose Nevin, Harpurs Lane
Hubert James Nevin, Conniberry Way
Cian Jack Nolan Dunphy, Westlands
Aida Murphy, The Heath.
who were baptised last weekend




MULHALL MEATS

/f"’"*“‘
( Full Range Of Fresh xox

N
-

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

FISH ..ox Available 7 days a week!

Mulhall’s Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall’s SuperValu. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST °

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

(28+ years experlence with Private &
Public Sector)

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES**

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE ascmscmsce  NICOLA CALDBECK ascmsee maacp
CONOR BOLTON 8scmsc miscpe

Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808.
There are still some spots available in our beginners'

Pilates class. Please email or call our clinic to join these
classes.

Monday Mormng Osteo with John - 9:30
AM Evening: Physio-led Pilates with Laura
6:00-7:00 PM (Intermediate)
7:00-8:00 PM (Beginners)
Tuesday Morning: Senior Exercise Class - 11:00
AM- 12:00 PM
Wednesday Morning: Osteo Class — 10:30 AM
Thursday Afternoon: Osteo Class - 4:00-5:00 PM

: Wednesday Morning: Pilates - 9:30-10:30 AM




ORIGINAL

THERAPIES We are local and here for you

Private Occupational Therapy

Housing Assessments

» Housing Adaptation Grant
assessments and reports.
e Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,

Every Thursday and Friday Night in St. Mary’s Hall
Starts 8pm

Buses collecting from their usual pick-up points in the Portlaoise area at 7:30pm.

ramps, extensions, etc.

Paediatric Assessments
e Occupational Therapy
assessments to help your
child grow.
e Supporting children'’s
development at home, in
school, and during play.

¥

Contact Us Today for an Appointment:

info@originaltherapies.ie @ 083150 6755

E:E
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www.originaltherapies.ie

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?
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www.centrepointcarpets.ie




Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois

BREEN STEEL SHEDS

Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

-

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.
Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

-

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle

storage in residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

|
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Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

us today!

] 057 8662777

GA & AIR TO WATER CUSTOMERS e,
‘= Oil/Oil Tank Removal Service i

ﬂ@' DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

Locally owned and locally run
for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We
believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or
a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking
after your area. There has
never been a better time to
order your heating oil from
Dunkeen Oil!

Contact Marcus directly

on 086 2904029 (any time)

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie




Unit 4 Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
10% OFF ANY {HEARMED
PREMIUM

RECHARGEABLE

IN THE EAR
HEARING AIDS

Meet Silk Charge&Go IX - so small and subtle,
it blends seamlessly into your life,

empowering you to participate fully without s
drawing attention to your hearing aid. e

PRSI GRANT of up to €1000 Available!

057) 8638181  (ALLUSTODAY!  WWW.HEARMED.IE

EUBusiness

\
& MOCHUAPRINT&DESIGN irish Enterprise * S

GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 J ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU'NEED TO' KNOW

1 MERCHANDISE & b
‘ S /it TR B |
v ITEMS ‘\ / \ M RKETING S

CORPORATER. (e WIDEFORHATES ey VEHICE. |
% QETILPRNT. I pRINTING =)

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

S =
§ 2\ Certified
i m) 150 9001:2015
‘. 05 7 86340 5 0 °g Qualty Management

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83 7 ) Certfied
. 045 433569 %@& e 0 @ @ @ @

mochuaprint.ie




M Scoil Mhuire, Wolfhill, is now accepting enroiments for all
iﬁ classes for the 2025/'26 school year. We are a Catholic,
, rural DEIS school, welcoming all faiths and none.

We offer your child: We celebrate: We are a feeder school for:
+* Education in a tranquil, scenic setting +* Seachtain na Gaeilge.  +* Heywood Community
% Low pupil/teacher ratio & special +* Autism Awareness Day  School

education and EAL support +* World Book Day +* Knockbeg College

++ Daily hot lunches +* Internet Safety Week +* Ardscoil na Triondide

+$* School bus service from Ballylinan %+ Jersey Days. Athy

+* A welcoming, inclusive learning +* Friendship Week and +* Athy Community
environment for all learners many more. College.

+* Wide range of curricular activities —

sporting, cultural, creative, and , - o . 2
+* Inter-school projects & competitions — +

GAA, tag rugby, debating, and STEM , m
(Lego Spike & coding)

info@wolfhillns.com| www.wolfhillns.com
Contact us: Mob.: 087- 2076140
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LAOIS OPEN DOOR THEATRE

Laois Open Door Theatre Presents "
ANIGHT OF DRAMA, ply S ol :
COMEDY AND MAYHE PR s Aett | 4th&5th

Join us for this hilarious comedy on ——
p. April 4th & 5th at Dunamaise 8 PM
Theatre. Follow a determined drama
i DUNAMAISE THEATRE AND
group as they rehearse “Murder Most
Foul”—a mystery full of unexpected S
\\\**PORTLAOISE

1
chaos! S

Q 057 866 3355 ‘t TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BOX OFFICE

L




.. BBUS Ltd are now offéng new oppo
“for domestic and commercial customers
interested in solar as a renewable energy
source.

Most domestic installs take just one day, with immediate
savings from high-quality panels that work without direct
sunlight.

WHY SWITCH TO SOLAR

¢ Install Solar and save up to 60% on energy bills.

e Seai installation grants €1800 domestic and up to
€160,000 commercial.

e Zerovat on panels.

¢ Excess production will be purchased by the grid
through your supplier.

o Power your EV, heat your water with Solar.

« Increase your BER rating adding value to your
property.

[ For Planning & Consultation 087 3329416
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HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
Kok ok ok

Treat Mum
this Mother’s Day

Our monetary vouchers can be used in any of our six
hotels. All vouchers are valid for 5 years.

Martin Ryan |

Lawnmower Sales & Service
e Oleo-Mac

* Solo Ride-ons

Lunch

unistEm

(000 2UT

Pick up your
FREE copy of
our Good Gut
Guide in Class
& Online

D.I.L &%

Bathroom
Renovations

Heating & Plumbing < = L
System Power Flush (3 d | %

e Legacy < Weibang Lawnmowers
S Tiling
l:’:f;l:oise Golf Club Boiley Serfice o Y B2k

AVONDALE, % et i sy &;‘ o5
ABBEYLEIX ROAD, [ 3
PORTLAOISE 086 2493723 a27.90%2478 j
§ ¥ > { Mother laughs our laughs, sheds our tears, returns our love »Y Ve
2PN and fears our fears. She livgs our joys, cargs our cargs, 2P

T and all our hopgs and drgams shg shargs. Julia Summers T : '




Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | © Seandoylelightengineering
Clothes line poles, Rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.
Alanon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portiaoise. For further info contact 086-8706017.
Portlaocise Active Retirement Meet every Wednesday at 3 PM in the Parish Centre for friendship,
fun & activities - new members welcome! Mon, 31st March: Bowls at St. Mary's Hall, 2-4 PM (tuition
available). Wed, 2nd April: Memorial Service for our 20th Anniversary in the Parish Church at 2:30
PM, followed by refreshments in the Parish Centre. All members, ex-members & family welcome.

Thurs, 3rd April: Cards & chat at Sue Ryder Centre, 3 PM (tuition available). For info, contact

Maria: 087-9187157.

National Guide Dog Day — Volunteers Needed National Guide Dog Day takes place on May 23rd. If
you would like to volunteer for Guide Dogs, please contact Paul at 087-725264 or Jim at 087
4746519, or leave a message on WhatsApp at Laois Guide Dogs. Guide Dogs are also seeking puppy
walkers—please visit the Guide Dogs website to register. Thank you for your support.
Whist Drive Results - Tuesday, March 25, Parish Centre Top score - Sheila Duff;
1st Lady - Paric Dowling; 2nd Lady - Bernie Cahill; 1st Gent - Tom Dunne; 2nd Gent S
(Tied) — P J Cahill & Tom Kearns; 1st Half (Tied) — Mary Gowing & Catherine Galvin; 2nd Half
— Molly O’Brien. Raffle winners: 1st Billy O’Keeffe, 2nd Sadie Chester, 3rd Frank Keenan,
4th Mary Dunne. Thanks for your support! Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 pm in the
Parish Centre—new members welcome.

Graiguecullen Bingo: Tuesday 1% April, St. Fiaccs Hall at 8.30pm. Jackpot on 50 numbers €2,390.
Double number €880, Lotto €650

Lourdes Savings Group: The Lourdes Savings Club will be finishing up on the 10th April. Any further
outstanding payments can be made directly to Marian Pilgrimages.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm
(Adoration).

Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church every evening at 7pm.

Vocations Society of St. Joseph: Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayer for vocations, 3pm Friday in the Parish
Church.

Legion of Mary — Meetings: Every Wednesday at 6.30pm in the Parish prayer hall. All are welcomel!.
Radio Maria Ireland Thanks to our listeners and supporters, RADIO MARIA IRELAND continues to grow.

As an Irish-run Catholic Talk-Radio Station, we offer commercial-free content including MRADI(DMARIA
Prayer, Catechesis, Music, Talks, and Interviews. Listen to us on 1.Saorview Channel 210 IRELAND

2.Free "RADIO MARIA IRELAND” App 3.www.radiomaria.ie 4. ‘Listen Live’ on Facebook.
Stations of the Cross: Friday evenings during lent at 7.30pm. St. Brigid’s Church Shanahoe, Abbeyleix
R32 AH90.

dHH

LOURDES MOTHER'S DAY CAKE SALé
Join-us for a special Mother’s Day Cake Sale this

Date: Saturday, 29t§lﬁ%ch & Sunday, 30th g CARING IN OFEALY CE SCHEME
After: 6:30 PM Mass (Saturday) & 12:30 PM » % ] Home Respite Care Worker
Mass (Sun ay) é sy U4 ! Vacancy No. 2383158
Support this worthy cause and treat yourself or ' Location: Portlacise Area

someone special to delicious homemade cakes. Hoprsi o en e

Plus; don’t miss our Mother’s Day Cake Raffle!

Your support is greatly apprec1ated'
O 086-0213711

COFFEE MORNING & CAKE SALE © ‘chuchetOtamiiyarsrels
FRIDAY, 11TH APRIL
In aid of the Fatima Fund Committee. The
committee would be very grateful to anyone who would
like to bake for the sale.
Our raffle will also take place during the event. Anyone
with outstanding tickets, please return them to Maura or

ADORATION - SS Peter & Paul Church, Portlaoise
Adoration takes place Monday to Friday after
10am Mass until 7pm, Saturday 2-6pm, and
Sunday 2-7pm.

We invite anyone who can commit to spending
time in adoration each week to contact Helena

Y committes ’;‘e’.“ﬁ‘::" °t’ leave them in the (087 9611331) or Ray (089 2502878), to help £. 9
?"fs = ensure someone is present with Jesus in the Mff s
For more information, contact Blessed Sacrament at all times. ——

Maura: 087 1210263. " Could you not watch with me one hour?" - Mt 26:40




GARDENER/PAINTER

AVAILABLE
Local and experienced.
Portlaoise and
surrounding areas
covered. Contact Jim

087-6885017

M NOLAN

LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135

LOCKSMITHS
Fse 992

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.

Fergus 089-4541868

GRASS CUTTING

SERVICES

Private houses,
Industrial Estates,
Private Estates.
Contact Lee :
087-1949233

www.jacknolan.ie
vz

= . GARDEN
/ﬁ SERVICES

Hedges Trimmed
fallen storm trees cut up, taken
away, Green waste removal
Garden clean ups
Locally Based.
Contact Richard:

087-9828558

e

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Power washing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

FIREWOOD SALES

Mountain View Eco Wood

* Net bag softwood logs €5

+ Trailer load logs

x Net bag kindle wood €3

* 20kg bags Coal now €15

* Net bag hardwood logs €7

x 12 bags of 20kg smokeless oval
coal+1 free kindling for €150.

Free delivery. Card or cash

accepted.

www.kukic-hms.ie 085-1141395 Contact Fintan 087-7645855
KPS CLEAN__ING MATHS GRINDS TV SERVICES
e School Cleaning AVAILABLE Repairs to TV and home

e General House Cleaning
e Deep Cleaning
e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

TIR. &

e Junior Cycle - €30
e Leaving Cert - €35

Contact Caoimhe at

entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact:

057-8732998
087-3636497

087-9737073 SRt s 083-3742600
DS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE S&R SERVICES LAWN CUTTING
& GROUNDWORKS Painting/Decorating Kitchen AVAILABLE

Patio areas, driveways, stump
removal, lawns, kerbing,

hedging, fencing and
competitive quote!

= drainage.
YXL%
—e
085-7759975

Call now for a
dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

Fitting , Furniture Assembly,
Flooring, Carpentry, Tiling,
Bathrooms and General
Maintenance

087-4896429

Estate green
maintenance, Private
lawn maintenance, once
off heavy cuts. Good
Rates
Feel free to contact Shaun!

085-1754009

CARPENTER/CABINET
MAKER

Specialising in Kitchen
Respraying, Refurbishment
Wood panelling, Doors, Skirting

boards, Architrave, Flooring
No job too small. Call Paul:

085-7762298

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER

AND DECORATOR
20+ Years Experience
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly:
086-0717172

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam

e Kerbing

e Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com




PAINTER
AVAILABLE
Portlaoise and

surrounding areas
covered. Contact

087-6885017

CAR FOR SALE

172 Ford Focus
Diesel, English
Spec
Contact :
087-6824081

FITZPATRICK
TARMACADAM
Kerbing, Concreting
& Tarmacadam
13-Tonne Excavator &
Mini Digger Available

Contact:
085-1447774

PRECIOUS POOCHES
BOARDING AND
DAYCARE

7 - 20 minutes
from Portlaoise
- 4 minutes from
Mountrath.

3085 1384078
o @PreciousPoochesDayCare
@ @preciouspoocheskennelslaois

CLARE’S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

HANDYMAN SERVICES

NEW YEAR - FRESH START

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger and
small tipper truck for hire.

Richard 085-2529893

o W . .
~ JESUS | TRUST NYOU

Welcome to the Feast af Mercy Peing celebrated at:

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise.
Sunday 27" April 2025
Ceremonies commence with Confessions from 2pm,
Mass starting at 2.45pm
Blessing with Blessed Sacrament.
Veneration of the Divine Mercy Image
Blessing with St. Faustina’s Relic

ALl are welcome

Offering a wide range
of reliable services:

Gutter Cleaning
Power Washing
Grass Cutting
Window Cleaning
Interior & Exterior
Painting

No job too big or small!
Affordable rates and
professional service.

Contact Mick
Phone: 085-2151277

Come Celeprate FOR SAL Get into Golf
v Mobili - for Women
Divine Mercy Su m{my obility il
Scooter commencing
i 2 o o O”c_’” Metro on the first
ere, if not in the Selling Price week in April
Divine Mercy, can the €2,500.Top in the Heath
world find refuge and || of the range Golf Club.
the light of hope?’ scooter. Like & Full details
jo/in Paul IT new and is in are avallable
immaculate on our social
condition. Purchased new in || Mediasites
2023 for €3,750. Very | 2Md website
rom the

et |

comfortable and packed full
of safety features. Contact

087-2035011

O'Connell
086-8146982
%] Your Ad Here or any
i “cvertisc to | memberof
the Ladies'
thousands of committee.

™ weekly readers
on paper and

Contact Link up
office: 057-8692154

office or Vice
Captain Mary

All welcome

online!




Three Wishes

I am sure that most of you have read a book, seen a movie, or at
least heard the story about "Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp." In
one version of the story, Aladdin worked in a shop that exchanged
new lamps for old ones. Aladdin's job was to polish the lamps and
make them look like new. One day, as he was polishing a lamp, a
genie came out of the lamp and promised to grant Aladdin anything
he wished for. With the help of the Genie, Aladdin gained great
wealth and won the love of a beautiful princess.
Wouldn't it be wonderful to have your every wish come true? You
might think so, but the truth is, sometimes the things we wish for are not good for us. That is what a
young man discovered in today's Gospel. The Gospel today is about a young man who had three wishes:

1. He wished for a lot of money. ‘
2. He wished to travel and see the world.

o 3. He wished he could be his own boss. :

The young man got his wishes, but they were not granted to him by a genie. The young man went to his
father and asked him to give him the inheritance that would be his when his father died. Even though the
father was sad that his son wanted to leave, he gave him his share of the family fortune and the young
man left home and travelled all around the world. He visited all of the places he had always wanted to visit
and did whatever he wanted to do. He was happy that no one was telling him what to do. Since the young
man had a lot of money, if he saw something he wanted, he bought it, and since he had a lot of money, he
also had many friends.
This sounds like very happy story, doesn't it? Well, that isn't the end of the story. After a while, the young
man ran out of money. When he ran out of money, his friends ran out on him. He was so desperate that
he went to work for a man who sent him to feed his pigs. The young man was so hungry that he would
gladly have eaten the food he was feeding to the pigs. As he looked at the filthy pig pen, he thought about
the mess he had made of his life. He thought about his father and the home he had left behind.
"Even a servant in my father's house lives better than this," the young man said to himself. "I will return
to my father and tell him that I am sorry for the way I have behaved and ask him to give me a job as one
of his servants."
Do you think the father was willing to take him back? Yes, but not as a servant. He welcomed him back
home as a son. He called his servants together and told them, "Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this
son of mine was lost, but now is found."
Well, the story had a happy ending after all, didn't it? This story that Jesus told is really a story about you
and me and the way we sometimes behave.
Sometimes you and I make bad choices just like the young man in our story. We sometimes wish for
things that are not good for us. We sometimes don't want to listen to God and obey what the Gospel tells
us we should do. When we act that way, we really make a mess of our life, Well, I have good news for
you! Just like the father in our story, God, our Heavenly Father, is always willing to take us back if we will
admit that we were wrong and return to Him.

My Prayer
Dear Father, we sometimes make bad choices.

Thank you for being a loving Father who will always take us back
when we come home to you. Amen.




And Grandma's Too

While we honour all our mothers

H A P PY . With words of love and praise.
While we tell about their goodness

And their kind and loving ways.
We should also think of Grandma,
She's a mother too, you see..........

For she mothered my dear mother
As my mother mothers me.
N’ D [ & I Author Unknown

The Parable of the Lost Son

Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate. Luke 15:23-24

Choose the word that best matches the definition.

1. A male parent
A. kiss B. found C. father D. sons

2. the number that is equal to one plus one

A. two B. feast C. sons D. father
3. Your male children
A. two B. kiss C. sons D. pig
4. A large amount of money and other valuable possessions.
A. wealth B. lost C. kiss D. two
5. Farm animals with pink, brown, or black skin, short legs and a flat nose.
A. pig B. sons C. wealth D. father
6. To touch or press your lips against another person as a greeting or to express love.
A. feast B. father C. two D. kiss
7. A large special meal to celebrate something or honour someone
A. kiss B. feast C. father D. sons
8. To not be able to be found ( I my dog.)
A. two B. found C. sons D. lost
9. When something which was lost has been relocated. ( I my dog.)

A. lost B. found C. father D. feast
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Prayer... Food for the soul.
As we get closer to Holy Week it is good to reflect on how we
pray. Prayer is often personal And perhaps is best practiced in
silence. Thomas Green S.J. wrote a famous book called “When
the well runs dry”. Green detailed how on a walking tour of
Ireland, he took shelter from the rain in a little hut at the side of
the road. Inside was an old man who was praying. They fell into
conversation and at one point they talked about prayer. Green
asked the old man did he pray much to which the reply was
‘Nearly all the time’. There was a pause and the old man
continued, “You know” he said, matter of factly, “The Father
(God) is very fond of me”.

Green, whose book is a classic of modern spirituality and who all
his life was a practitioner of contemplative prayer (more about
this later), understood exactly what the old man was saying — that
he (the old man) had moved in his life across a telling boundary
between a childish perception of God and a more contemplative
space that has helped him to appreciate the presence of God in
his life as a focus of a loving and fruitful relationship.

In my years in parish life I've met many people like that old man
who instinctively knew, even though they might not have the
words to articulate it, that God ‘loved them beyond all their
imagining’ and that they succeeded for whatever reason to move
from a childhood and childish image of a God of fear to a God of
love and, in the process, who have discovered that (in the words
of Donogh O’Shea, in his book A Hundred Roads to Here,
Introductions to Meditation) ‘God’s love is not a bounty we have
to earn, but a gift that’s offered to us that’s life-enhancing,
liberating and often a sheer joy’'.

And sadly too, I've met many people who have not transitioned
from fear to love of God and in old age remain stuck on that road.
So many wonderful, good-living, moral and holy people whose
later years are blighted by worry, regret and unnecessary
scrupulosity about sin and even imagined sin, when in the words
of poet-mystic, Edwina Gately, God only wants to look upon you
with love. Unlike the old man hiding from the rain, they don’t
realise and will never know that God is very fond of them. The
word ‘fond’ denotes a close, personal, even intimate relationship
that has words like ‘tenderness’, ‘warmth’ and ‘loving’ sewn into
its seams. Factors that only very rarely describe the relationship
most people have with God. We are more familiar with a more
distant connection that has other more likely words associated
with God — ‘obligation’, ‘duty’ and even sometimes ‘fear’.

This is very much reflected in the way we pray and in our formal
contact with God.

For some people prayer is an experience of being personally
cherished — as in the fondness of a loving grandparent for his or
her grandchild. For a small constituency of believers who call
themselves ‘contemplatives’, (or like the old man, above, may be
unfamiliar with the word though not the experience), prayer is a
joy — though challenging in its own way. For most of the rest of us
prayer is a duty, an obligation, a difficult and even more
frustrating task with a distant, even colder God. While the
contemplative warms to prayer, and the experience is usually
(but not always) refreshing and life-enhancing for others it is less
defined as it’s by duty rather than satisfaction.

While for contemplatives like the old man who senses that God is
‘very fond of him’, prayer reflects above all a sense of loving
gratitude to God, for the second much more populous
constituency of believers God is hard going. For contemplatives
prayer is about sitting with God, basking in his (or her) company,
‘saying nothing, doing nothing’ as one contemplative describes it,

and not using formal, ritualized prayers like the Rosary. It’s about
indulging in the presence of a God who ‘loves us beyond all our
imaging’ and who longs to be with us, just to savour our
company. For the rest of believers prayer is about ‘saying our
prayers’.

That’s why, for the latter group, 90 per cent of prayer is petition.
Asking for things. Or imagining it’s a way of getting God to do
what we want him to do. Or reminding him of what we want, as if
he doesn’t know. Or, at times, attempting to manipulate God. The
spiritual writer, Richard Rohr, draws a distinction between what
he sees as a secular mind and a contemplative mind. The first is
calculative, selfish, egocentric — what can | do to get God to love
me? How can | get to heaven? The second is a right relationship
with God, a new way of seeing things, a life transformed by a
sense that God loves me ‘beyond all imagining’.

The difference is really between contemplative prayer —the way
Jesus prayed — and ‘saying our prayers’.
So what are the marks of contemplative prayer? How is it done?

Fr Laurence Freeman, internationally renowned as an expert on
the subject, helpfully explains contemplative prayer in five simple
lessons:

1. To pray go into your inner room and close the door. If you
don’t believe that God is with you where you are, you won’t find
him anywhere.

2. Be silent. You don’t need to babble prayers — as Jesus said
about pagans, God knows what you need. You don’t have to ask
him. Jesus tells us.

3. Let go of your worries and anxieties. Contemplation, Rohr
writes, is essentially about letting go. Put your worries in a boat
and let it down the river.

4. Be attentive, it is the heart of contemplation. (This is why
mindfulness is now so popular).

5. Stay in the present moment. Don’t worry about the past or the
future. Contemplation is about sitting still and doing nothing —
though sometimes doing nothing, is the hardest thing to do.

Prayer is the language of the soul. | pray, you all will know how

fond God is of you.
PRAYER

Spirit, use me today,
not in some miracle
that would make others marvel
and would make me proud:

Not in the word of wisdom
that would stay in the mind
and make me always remembered.

Not in the heroic act
that would change the world for the-better
and me for the worse.

But in the mundane miracles
of honesty and truth
that keep the sky from falling.

In the unremembered quiet words
that keep a soul on the path.

And in the unnoticed acts
that keep the world moving
slowly closer to the light.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 33,800 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY

(1)

(1)

4

-
-

4

g MARY CARDIFF PADDY KEALEY

d (née Phelan) Sheffield Cross,
Heathfields, Portlaoise

- Portlaoise

4 4 (1)

4
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= PETER MURRAY KEVIN HIGGINS
) Kilminchy, Ballyroan House
y Portlaoise Ballyroan

4

Even fﬁor@ﬁ 9 walk L‘ﬁrmgﬁ the darkest
W://ey, 9 fear no evil; for ou are with me;

(1)

(1)

Your rod and your staff - fﬁ@ comfort me,

(1)

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

(1)

(1)

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices
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THANK YOU
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.
In Loving Memory of

JEAN FITZPATRICK

The Hermitage, Portlaoise.
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Sunset
Nov 2024

Sunrise
July 1953 &

Billy, Carol, Kenneth, Gerard & James
together with their families and the
McEvoy family would like to express
their deep gratitude to all who attended
the funeral service, phoned, sent mass

rardec |nl’i‘nrc‘ anA rallod tA nnir hn
vdal uo, ITiici o alitu \—Clllcu LU Uul IlUIIlC

The support and love you gave us as our
dearest Jean journeyed through her
illness and her passing have meant so
much to our family and will always be
remembered.

Special thanks to Rev Beverley Barbour,
Archdeacon Reu. Alex Purser, Barbara
Stanley, Jean’s workmates in M.R.H.P.
Shane Reynolds, Palliative Care Team,

Monsignor. John Byrne, Prof. Hardiman
& team, Beaumont Hosp., James & Joan

Bennett, Portlaoise
Methodist Church, Mochua Print,
Keagans Undertakers for their
professionalism at a most difficult time.
St. Vincent De Paul Abbeyliex,
Portlaoise, Portarlin?ton, Mountrath,

Stradbally, Mountmellick and Regional

office Waterford.

Jean will always be remembered for the

love, the joy and kindness she brought to

her family & friends and of course her
timeless glamour.

In God’s Presence is fullness of Joy

May ~Jean (Rest in Beave
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) In Loving Memory of D g@} BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE (’%}
§§ My Wonderful Son % In Loving Memory of »«,

CRAIG KELLY-GORMAN " KATHLEEN FOGARTY

th . th
11 Anniversary away from home - 26" March Ridge Road. Portlaoise.

Of all the special gifts in life, however

great or small, " e
To have you as my son Craig, was the On her 70" Birthday
greatest gift of all. Wishing you were here today

A special time, a special face,

A special son I cannot replace,
With an aching heart I whisper low,
I miss you Craig xxx and love you so.

for even just a while.

So we could say Happy
Birthday and see your loving
smile. The only gifts today
will be the memories you
left behind of laughter and

Sadly missed and loved always, your broken hearted Mother,
Mudas, brothers Brandon, Noah, Junaid and sister Aisha.

dfdy (oF, ralg Rest in Reave happiness.
£) In Loving Memory of > ﬁg‘ g May your family and friends
. CRAIG KELLY-GORMAN % in heaven hold you closely

and sing you a song,
and we will be sending you

105 Cherrygrove, Portlaoise.
:@ ‘k é’é birthday wishes with hugs and

11™ Anniversary occurs 26™ March 2025.
Treasured thoughts of one so dear,

Often bring a silent tear, Kisses.
Thoughts of scenes long past, Love you always.
Years roll on but memories last. From aIIyour Iovingfamily
Sadly missed and always remembered by .
your loving father Michael, brother @6’.}7 /(4 ‘E)ﬂd'&'ﬁ %fllkﬁﬂ
Brandon and sister Chloe, your niece and [ _m. N . T
nephew, Grace and baby Liam, [‘E?%\ In Lov’”g M emory 0f "{@f\\‘
extended family and friends. @ PA TRICIA GING )
O‘/{dy G raly Reast in ' Roace 44 St. John’s Square, Portlaoise.
} MOTHER’S DAY REMEMBRANCE %@} 8" Anniversary away from home - 31" March 2025
% Fondest memories of our % Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
beautiful Mother Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this Saturday
KATHLEEN PAISLEY 29 March at 6.30pm.

Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.

Sending all our love to heaven,
We hope it reaches you there.
It’s a Mother’s Day wish from us to

you,
To show how much we care.

You left us without warning

Not even a goodbye, and
eight years on, we still can’t
seem to stop asking the
guestion “why?”.

We didn’t see this coming, it hit
i brate together, us by surprise, and when you
£ . Butyou live on in our hearts— left for Heaven, a small part of
. Today, tomorrow, and forever. us died.
Nevér more than a thought away, Your smile could brighten anyone’s day,

Loved and remembered every day. No matter what they were going through,
And everyday for the rest of our lives, we will be

We wish you were here to cele-

For those who think of her today,

a little prayer to Jesus say. Missing Y ou
Happy Heavenly Mother’s Day, Kate. @ T hinking of you in [ {eaven today and always @
With love from Pauline, Catherine, Maria, Jean, . T . - ..
Fidelma, Brian, Joe, and all your Loved and missed by all her foving family,
extended family. xxx extended family and friends.

May Kathleen Rest in ' Reace Dot irn DPonrce Pisricia

S aaasaasasssassassosas
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} In Loving Memory of %@ § In Loving Memory of

. CHRISSIE GRAHAM & Our Beloved Sister
Ridge Road. Portlaoise. BERNIE COYNE-LALOR

h Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
19" Anniversary occurred on 20" March 2025 10™ Anniversary occurred on 29* March 2025.
=5 No special day is needed,

for us to think of you,
For you were someone special,
and we thought the world of you.

T????????? TTTTT I T 79T

Death leaves a heartache no one can
hear. Love leaves a memory no one
can steal.

Dearly loved and sadly missed by
sisters Kitty, Donnie and family.
Mary, Peggy and Trish and
all families

Loved and remembered always by
your husband Jim, son and

daughters and grandchildren.
My SBernies gentle soul Rest in " Reave
Rest in Reace Ghrissie | ——2 z —

= &
.%? 7" BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE | 1 Loving Memory of

In Loving Memory of BER Ki‘i‘ 11;%’;{% %ot(hjeg YNE | |
GERARD DUNNE

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Braccas, Ballacolla, formerly Borris Little, Portlaoise. 10™ Anniversary occurs 29™ March

2025.

If Roses grow in heaven Lord
Please pick a bunch for us
Place them in our mother's arms and
tell her they are from us.

When ties of love are broken,
And loved ones have to part,
It leaves a wound that never heals,

In ever aching hearts. { Tell her we love and miss her, and
\ when she turns to smile, place a kiss
Sadly missed and always ; upon herhcllwek and hold her for a
g . p while
remembered by his loving wife | gecause remembering her is easy, we do it every day
Kathleen andfamily XXX But there is an ache within our hearts that will never
. go away.
; | @dj’[ V//4 E&'d’é’é’ Cgﬂra‘rd Always loved and deeply missed by her loving
B — family.

%} In Loving Memory of '€§$\" May SBarnies gontle soul Rest in Reace
. JOHN WHEELAN :352'%} Birthday Remembrance @%}

20™ Anniversary occurs 2" April 2025. % ’
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated - BREDA WALSH -
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on (née Keogh)
Wednesday, 2" April at 7.30pm. | qte of Chelmsford, Essex and Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.

Your Presence we miss o
Your memory we treasure Wishing you were here today
Loving you always for even just a while, so we
Forgetting you never ™= could say Happy Birthday and

see your loving smile.
: But we'll gaze upon your
¥ pictures and think of you with
love, and hope you're
celebrating in Heaven up

Remembered with love by all his family

CMay Sohn Rest in Reave

@’&} In Loving Memory of L@é} V.
§ Our Dear Mother % o

MOIRA WALSHE above.
Laurel Court, Dublin Road, Portlaoise. Forever Loved
4th Anniversary occurs 28t March 2025 Never Forgotten
( You left us special memories, Always Missed
X }C’iouhr Iovz is still our guide, Matty, Jason, Helena,
‘\ ' £nid toHgitweicannot.see jor, Emma, Shane, Viola and all
’ You are always by our side.

T vy the grandkids and extended
Loved and missed by all her loving k J family.
family, extended family and friends.
b 2 :
Rest in " Reace Moira May OBreda Rest in Race

?????????? TTTT I T T YT T
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‘; A*Mother’s Day Remembrance’ %,
'i,f_" For The Loving Memory Of ;,'

G

9L

ELIZABETH MARY McEVOY
64 Beladd, Summerhill Lane, Portlaoise.
10™ Mother’s Day away from home

Mum Missing you on

Mother’s Day
A Mums love is special, a gift
beyond compare,
You only know the meaning, when
she is no longer there.
A special time, a special face,
A special Mum | can’t replace,
With an aching heart | whisper low,
I miss you mum and love you so.

Mum

I remember you loved flower and you'd plant

them every year,

But when you slipped into heaven, | saw

flowers through my tears.

Now whenever | see flowers, | can picture

how you’d smile,

But it didn’t happen quickly, it has taken quite a while.

fy Mother’s Day today Mum,

I will go and buy some flowers

gnow that | will be thinking of you and my memories for
ours.

Mother’s Day Love Sent to You
I think of you o ten and speak your name wlth Ioue

VA lis 1within miir moaomanrioc thAa 11n11’vo hinh Ahano
1 UU llUC Wl(lllll Illy v ico, uluuyu yuu 1< l“yll UUUUC.

I hold you close within my heart, where you will always
stay,

To gu1de me through my journey,

until we meet some day.

Happy Mother’s Day in Heaven Mum

The hardest thing in life to bear, is to want your mum
and she is not there.

So forgive me Lord if I still weep, for a mum I love and
long to keep.

The sorrow I feel | cannot explain, the ache in my heart
will long remain.

This | ask Lord tell my Mum, | love her and | will be
thinking of her on Mother’s Day.

Forever in my heart Mum on Mother’s Day
If you could be here with me to celebrate today,

We’d laugh and smile the way we did before you went
away.

| often shed a tear for the way things used to be,

And Mother’s Day will always be the saddest time for

me.

But Ihcan still draw comfort, from the memory of your

touc

And | send my love forever to the Mum | miss so much.

For My Mum in Heaven on Mother’s Day
Mum you’re missed here always, but missed more on
special days,

These days arrive and we’re apart, though you’re forever
in my Heart.

In Loving Memory of my wonderful mother in
Heaven on Mother's Day.
Missing you always Mum
Forever cherished, eternally missed,
James xxx

. CMay you My Dear L lizabeth, *e
Rast in ' Reace
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@;} ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
' In Loving Memory of

EDWARD DOOLEY
Killamuck, Abbeyleix.

14/09/1930—10/03/2025

Edward’s Month’s Mind
Mass will be celebrated in
The Church of the Most
Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix on
Sunday 13th April
at 11AM.

=2

Edward's son Laurence would like to thank
most sincerely all those who s%mpathlsed with

him on the recent death of his father

LIS L uca

Thank you to all my relatives, friends,
neighbours, and everyone who travelled long
distances to attend the Guard of Honour in
Killamuck, the Wake and Rosary on Wednesday
evening and the Removal, Funeral and Burial
on Thursday.

To all who sent floral tributes, messages
sympathy on-line, text messages, calls,

mass cards.

Thank you to the nurses, doctors & staff at the
CARE facility Urlingford
for all their care.

To Dr. Kempell A.H.C, Mary (Receptionist) and
nurses Denise and Tara for their care and
attention to Edward.

To Mrs. Evelyn Casserley and staff of
Casserley’s Pharmacy. To the Matron Serena
and staff of Abbeyleix C.N.U. for their care and
attention to Edward during his respite stay and
to ladies who delivered Meals on Wheels to his
home every week.

To Fr. Peter & Sacristan Nora for a beautiful
mass and their attention to all details.

Thank you to the musicians who provided the
music which added so much to the ceremony. It
was beautiful.

To John and Ann Comerford (Undertakers) for
their professionalism.

of

To grave dl(%gers & our neighbour Henry
Hutchmson who lined the grave for Edward’s
final resting place.

To all the staff of The Manor Hotel Abbeyleix for
providing lovely refreshments on both days.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, I hope this acknowledgement will
be accepted by all as an expression of my
sincere appreciation & deepest gratitude.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered
for all your intentions.

CMay Zdward Rest in Reave
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o> ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ’é%}
Y AND 1" ANNIVERSARY |
In Loving Memory of
PATRICIA DOWNLEY

Cherrygarth, Portlaoise.

' Patricia’s 1st Anniversary
Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter and Paul’s
Church, Portlaoise on Sat-
urday the 5th of April at
6:30pm.

Datric's family would like to thank all who
sympathised with us on our recent sad loss.

We offer our heartfelt gratitude to all who
attended Patricia’s wake, Requiem mass (either
in person or via the Parish webcam) and burial.
We would like to thank all those who sent mass

cards, s?mpathg cards, called or wrote
messages of condolences on RIP.ie. Thank you
sincerely for your kind expression of
sympathy and thoughtfulness.

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank uou to
all our wonderful neI%hbours and friends in
Cherrygarth for all their help and support

during Patricia’s funeral. A special thank you

for the lovely guard of honour. It was deepéj

appreciated and will always be remembere

A special word of thanks to Dr Westrup and all
the doctors, nurses and staff of the
Beacon nOS'p:lLal who attended to and
treated Patricia with such care and
kindness. Many thanks to Dr White who looked

after her over the years.

¢» ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.
% In Loving Memory of &
ANN GORMAN

Cherry Grove, Portlaoise.

™\ Ann’s Month’s Mind
Mass will be cele-
brated in St. Peter
and Paul’s Church on
Wednesday, 2nd
April, at 7:30 PM.

Ann’s children, grandkids, and
great-grandkids would like to express
their sincere thanks to all who
sympathized, sent Mass cards, attended
the rosary and funeral Mass.

To all Ann’s neighbours and friends who
were so good to us over Mammy’s
funeral—thank you.

Thanks to An Garda Siochana, Matthew
Keegan, and David Good from Keegan'’s

Ciimoral Uamos fAar thoir inAd anAd
rualriciat riviiic 1vl Lt nunrtua airtu

professional manner in carrying out
Ann’s funeral arrangements.

As it would be impossible to thank
everybody individually, please accept
this acknowledgement as an expression
of our delepgst gratitude to all
Wwno Kriew Ariri.

O(/fay Ann Rest in ' Rece

Our thanks to Msgr. Byrne and Fr Adriano for
celebrating Patricia’s Requiem Mass. Thanks to
all who participated in the mass. A very special
thank you to Nuala for the beautiful music. Our

sincere gratitude to Michelle in the Parish
Centre for her assistance with the
funeral arrangements.

We would particularly like to thank Matthew
Keegan and David Goode from Keegan’s
Funeral Directors for the professional,
compassionate and thoughtful manner in
which they carried out Patricia’s funeral. Many
thanks to the gravediggers who
prepared Patricia’s final resting place with such
care.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this
acknowledgement as an expression of our
sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude. The
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been
offered for your intentions.

May Ratricia Rest in ' Redce

rﬂ\

OTHER’S DAY REMEMBRANCE{’@}
In Loving Memory o )
ANN GORMA

‘?’éﬁ
Cherry Grove, Portlaoise.

1st Mother’s Day in heaven.

4 If roses grow in heaven Lord,
Please pick a bunch for me.
Place them in my mother’s

arms
And tell her they’re from me.
Tell her that | love and miss

er,

And when she turns to smile,

Place a kiss upon her cheek
And hold her for a while.

Because remembering her is
easy, we do it every day,
But there’s an ache Within
Our hearts that will never go away.

Love always, Mammy
Your 8 children, grandkids, and

Amn Rest in " Peace

TP

FFTFRETT



T‘??‘??‘??????????‘F‘F???‘FT

In Loving Memory of £
SADIE BOHAN @

Late of 34 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
41" Anniversary occurs 2" April 2025

We cannot forget the face we loved or the
memory of your smile or the countless
things you did for us to make our lives

worthwhile,

It has been lonely here without you and

grows lonelier everyday,

The world has been a sadder place since
the world took you away, but we know you walk beside us,
and when our lives are through we pray that God will take

our hands and lead us straight to you.

Always remembered by her sons Billy, John, Michael, Maurice,
Eugene, Dermot and Brian, daughters-in-law and grandchildren.

May Qbadie (Rest in Emaa

\.

—

=

ﬁ@\\ @

In Loving Memory of

EUGENE CONROY

Ridge Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
27" Anniversary occurred 26™ March 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
this Saturday 29t March at 6.30pm

In loving care you rest above,
In our hearts you rest with love.
Sadly missed by his loving wife
Josie and family.

Reast in Reace Rugone

In Loving Memory of

SEAN FENLON |

&
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In Lovm%Memo

PHIL BUTLER

%\\
Ballycullen, Abbeyleix.
20™ Anniversary occurs on 4th April 2025

Deep in our Hearts, You are always there
A Smile for all, a Heart of gold
One of the Best this world could hold

Never Selfish, always Kind
Beautiful Memories left Behind.
Sadly Missed & loved always by
Your loving Wife Kay, Son Peter &
daughters Una & Lisa.

Rest in Reace Thil

In I pvino Momorv of
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BERNARD DEVANEY

Newpark, Portlaoise.
Died 28" March 2020

5th Anniversary occurs at

this time
Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent, you are always
near
Still missed, loved and always
dear.
Greatly missed and fondly

remembered by his family and friends.

Rest in Peace @mmrd
= e e

§

19 Liogard, Portlaoise.
19" Anniversary occurs 29" March 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Saturday 29t March at 10am

A day without a thought of you is very hard
to find, I'm always thinking of you and you
are always on my mind, all the things we did
together, I'll remember them forever.

Aiways remembered by his ioving wije
Bridie, daughters Mary and Theresa, grandchildren,
extended family and friends.

Rt in_ Reave Qbean

In Loving Memory of %}
MARIA MORAN 4

Dr Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
8™ Anniversary occurs 9™ April 2025.

e > 8th Anniversary Mass will be
w celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
-\ Parish Church on
Sunday, 6t April at 10am.

Sadly missed by her loving husband
and family.

May Maria Rest in Peave

In Loving Memory of
ANN and BILLY O’ CONNOR

Beechlawn Portlaoise,

MICHAEL LEWIS Newpark, Portlaoise.

whose anniversaries occur at this time

-_—

Will those who
think of them today,
A little prayer to
Jesus say.

dfay Chey Rest in " Reave
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@ Our Daddy

KENNETH (KEN) CLEAR

44 O Moore Place, Portlaoise.
11th Anniversary away from home occurs on
1st April 2025.

Next Tuesday is the
anniversary of the day that
we’lost you
And for a time it felt as
though our Ilues had ended

But your Ioss has taught us
many things and now we
faceeach day
With hope and happy
memortes, to help us

L N- on our way

And though we are full of sadness that you're
. no longer here .

Your influence still guides us and we still feel

you'very near o
What we shared will hever die, for it lives
within our hearts
Bringing strength and comfort while we have
to be apart
They say that times a healer but as the time

We seem to find it jgst as hard to face the fact
ou've gone
You’ll never be for%otten and every year we'll
ed a tear
But it’s only because we love you and wish you
were still here
Oh daddy if we could turn back time and once
more hear g{our voice
We’d tell you out of allthe daddy's you’d still
be our only choice
Please alwaus know wé Imm you and no
“will ever take your place
Though the years will come and go your
memory will never be erased
Today God as you're listening from your home
in Heaven above
Would you go and find our daddy and give him
all our love.

Always just a thought away, loved and missed
everyday Becky and Dylan and your grandson
Thomadas William.

CMay Ken Reast in ' Reace
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& In Loving Memory of &
@

é} ACKNOWLEDGEMENT @}

Y In Loving Memory of
GAVIN JOHN YOUNG

Ay &KLV w A m i N

London, formerly of Newpark, Portlaoise.

Gavin's family in Portlaoise

and Galway, the Youngs and
Murphys, gratefully

acknowledge and deeply

£ appreciate your
support and expressions of
sympathy in our
bereavement.
g We thank those who

attended Gavin's funeral, many of whom
travelled long distances, called to our home,
sent messages of sympathy, and our friends
and neighbours who supported us at this sad
time.

We wish to especially thank the ICU staff at
Homerton Hospital, Hackney, London, the ICU
staff at North Middlesex Hospital, Enfield,
London, and all the staff at Cartherhatch Road,
Enfield, London. We also extend our gratitude
to Gavin's numerous friends on the
River Lea, Hackney.

We thank Monsignor Byrne and the clergy and
staff at Portlaoise Parish for their support, as
well as the musicians who provided the
beautiful music and singing at the Mass.

AfforaAd fnn{v:'n

oo f
een oiierea ior yuul lIlLC 194/ .

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this message as an
expression of our sincere appreciation and
gratitude.

May Gavin Rest in ' Rece
In Loving Memory of

> %@}
L%r A Wonderful Wife, Mother and Friend 1;”
ELIZABETH ‘Liz’ FLYNN

-
%%3* MOTHER’S DAY REMEMBRANCE %‘3*
- In Loving Memory of ’

KATHLEEN (KATE) CURTIS (née Quinn)
St. Martin’s Avenue, Naas
Remembering you with love on your
1st Mother’s Day in Heaven
Softly the leaves of memory fall
Gently we gather and treasure them all
Some may forget now the you are gone

‘ We will always remember no matter
how long.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your daughters,
Chris, Caroline & Geraldine and your loving family.

i Peave Kath

T

Clonagh, Ballyfin
18th Anniversary occurred 25t March 2025
Sadly missed by her husband Mick, sons,
Michael (Calgary, Canada) Darren, Barry,
(Vancouver, Canada) Shaun (Australia),
her daughters, Leeza, Jenna, Ciara
s (Australia), her grandchildren Jack, Olly,
Tommy, Kayla, Luke, Conor
(Calgary,Canada), daughters-in-law
Christina and Michelle (Calgary, Canada)
and son-in-law Lawrence.
Never a day without thoughts and memories of you.
It's true that we never get over our dearest departed, it’s
just a little bit easier to live with it. Your legacies live on
in your children and grandchildren Love always X
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&> Mother’s Day Remembrance

In Loving Memory of a loving Mother and
Grandmother

JANE SHIELS
No length of time can take away,
Our thoughts of you today,

&

Happy Mothers Day with love
from your daughter, sons,
son-in-law, grandchildren and

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlaoise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

great grandchildren
CMay Sane Rest in Reace
é}%} Birthday Remembrance
i In Loving Memory of |

TERESA SHIELS

28 Beladd , Portlaoise.
1st Birthday away from home 31st March 2025.

Special Sister
Always a face before me
A voice I loved to hear
A smile | wiII always
reimeimber u] a sister so
very dear.

Remembering you on your spe-
cial day with love from your sis-

ter Nancy and brother-in-law Sean.

e e
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure
You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure
From your brothers Billy and Pat
o TN AT
Aunty Teresa
We hold you close within our hearts
And there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout our lives
Until we meet again.
Missing our telephone chats but especially on your
birthday.
Love from Nora Ann, Logan and Patrick.
e
Teresa,

Today is full of memories, happiness and tears.
Of birthday celebrations we shared throughout the
years
And though we'll always miss you
The endless joy you brought
Warms our hearts with gratitude
And fills our every thought

With love on your first birthday away from
us from Martin, Chris, Isabelle.

CMay Cearesa Reast in Reave

Visit our Showroom

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 3B Clonminam
Business Park
Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

Tel: 057 8660258 e

www.portlaoisestone.ie

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

087-2562137

KEEGAN’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

P% -
Contact Matthew

087-2549195
David 087-2369887

 3aaRidddiabRiRdiiniddi




Portlaoise Parish

Results for
27" March 2025

RPe) i o

No €15,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS
Olive O’Flaherty
Frances Doheny
Francis McEvoy
Elaine Bannon
Breda Keenan

MATCH 3s €1,000

Ita Taylor 27
Gerard Gowing Match
Kitty Walsh 3s
Colin Delaney .
Thomas O’Brien Receive
Mary Sexton €38
Kathleen Clancy each

Peggy Clarke
Maura Haslam
Elizabeth Lynch
Breda Ryan
Ericka & Emily
Liam O’Grady
Carrie Thompson
Christine Holohan
K.H.E.B.C.

Ciara Callaghan
Kayleigh Hickey
Liz Ann Molloy
Mary Costello
Ann Lanham
Jenny Duggan

Play PARISH

LEOOE

ONLINE

www.portlaoiseparish.ie

FO"OW US y@poruaoiseparis & Like Uso portlaoiseparishlaois

PROMOTER
All Books
Parish Centre
Theresa Kelly
Online Lotto
Online Lotto
Parish Centre
Parish Centre
Mary Doran
Mary Delaney
Marie O’Brien
Lucy Kelly

Lucy Kelly
Dorothy Clarke
Bobby Haslam
Betty Lynch
Betty Lynch
Ericka McCarthy
Anthony Preston
Annette Lawlor
Parish Centre
K.H.E.B.C

Greg Keenan
Carmel Whelan
Greg Keenan
Mary Costello
Ann Lanham
Betty Tynan

Next Week’s Jackpot is €16,000

Supporting our Parish

‘Each one must give as he or she has decided in their heart, not reluctantly or
2 Corinthians 9:7

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver’

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution

* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes

available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash

* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

%“
dary
S a> Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

./l Deacon Eugene Keyes
= 8 Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

e i e

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaociseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church

Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 8600119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

|° k LINK UP

"] Monday to Friday

bp 9am to 5pm
057-8692154

Advertising deadline: Tuesday 5pm or

12 noon Wednesday (Subject to availability of space)
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




100 ways to LIVE WELL ... %

4 4
4V SWELL

Be HEALTHY &
Be ACTIVE @

|

»

-8 f“ | | =
23rd April 2025
12.30pm-6.00pm

Portlaoise College,
Portlaoise, Co Laois.

NEW Adult Create and Play Zone

5 tricttIyTreservations only
, 0 fomor Emmq
special Guest ;- Contact details be/oy

Laois AgeFriendly

1 Free Admission & Refreshments

For more information contact
age Friencly (L l lL . Tom Curran on 086-0363426 and Emma on 086-0665215
LAOIS AOIS o email livewell@laoiscoco.ie

Over 100 Exhibitors offering Health & Wellness advice and information

Inspiring Live Talks & Expert Demonstrations Fun Music & Dance Performances
Interactive Activities




